the principle of joint action with the Soviet Union and
other democratic states evolved in recent years, and to Lry to
employ in relations with the U.S.S.R. and other countries
methods alien to normal relations among states. That at-
tempts are being made to drag the United Nations organiza-
tion into such affairs is already generally known. Such
things may be done if one does not consider the risk of
undermining the prestige of the United Nations organization
and resorts to ever new combinations of votes in the inter-
national organization. We have instances of this already,
and there is no denying that the prestige of the Security
Council has been subjected to severe trials.
All this goes to show that the preparation of the first
peace treaties has already encountered no few difficulties.
These difficulties are not fortuitous. There is a desire in
certain foreign circles to oust the Soviet Union from the
place of honour which it by right occupies in international
affairs and to impair the international prestige of the
U.S.S.R. But only nearsighted reactionary circles can act in
such a way, and they are doomed to failure. They cannot
understand that the Soviet State, which bore the brunt of
the struggle to save mankind from the tyranny of fascism,
now rightfully holds a po'sition in international relations
which answers to the interests of equality of countries, big
and small, in their efforts for peace and security. Upholding
the legitimate interests of the Soviet Union and the principle
of friendly cooperation with other democratic countries,
and repelling imperialistic reactionary efforts, no matter
from what quarter they come, the Soviet Union is fully
convinced of the correctness of its policy, which works to
protect the cause of peace and the progress of humanity.